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Farnborough Airport – Providing the Facts



First of all……

Many thanks to all the people who have helped with things like building 
the website, researching information, attending the consultation 
meetings and leafletting houses. We always need more help!

As people ask…the most important thing you can do is respond to the 
planning application, sign the petition and contact your councillors. 
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• Provides factual information relating to Farnborough Airport Ltd (FAL)

• Represents the views of the public in East Hampshire and West Surrey

• Challenges Farnborough Airport, the CAA, DfT and FACC

• Member of UK and European airport groups

• Provides input to the CAA’s consultations

Website: www.farnboroughnoise.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/farnboroughnoise
Petition: https://chng.it/fdKyB4sMWM
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http://www.farnboroughnoise.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/farnboroughnoise
https://chng.it/fdKyB4sMWM
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Who owns Farnborough Airport?

• Macquarie (MEIF6 Investment Fund - Luxemburg)

• Owned Thames Water, now majority shareholder in Southern Water

• Farnborough Airport Group sent £32m in dividends/interest to Macquarie in 2022

“our commitment to reduce the emissions 
of our own business operations and our 
financed emissions”

“For business travel including air, hotels, 
ground transportation…. we are offsetting 
our emissions through the purchase of 
carbon credits and developing emissions 
reduction strategies”

MEIF6 - Macquarie European Infrastructure Fund 6
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Why is there more noise?

• More FAL flights (especially at weekends)

• New flightpaths over areas previously not overflown much

• Concentration of FAL flights in narrow corridors

• Commercial flights (Gatwick & Heathrow) flying lower

• FAL aircraft flying lower

• FAL aircraft climbing slower than specified

• NATS directing FAL flights to fly in different areas

• General Aviation (Light aircraft/helicopters) flying lower under 
controlled airspace
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FAL’s new flightpaths

ALTON
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Before & after
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FAL’s licence to operate

• Business Aviation only – “business customers requiring privacy, security, premium 

service”

• Charter only

• No freight

Advantages

• Increased personal & UK productivity

• Inward investment to the UK

• Local revenue & employment

Disadvantages

• Harm to public (Noise, Pollution, Emissions)

• Property prices

• Safety
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Balance between



Business flights?
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Business flights?

“Jetting away with it – How 
private jets pollute the 
most and pay the least”

Possible, July 2023
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Charter flights?

Scheduled flight 
Farnborough to 
Malaga
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The reality of Farnborough’s flights

• 2.5 passengers per aircraft (FAL data – average)

• 40% of flights empty (FAL data, industry standard)

• Emissions about 30 times a commercial flight (per passenger km, 1000km flight)

• While the airport is “carbon neutral”, 98.6% of FAL’s emissions are 

from flights which are unabated

• 95% of destinations served by commercial flights

• No daily or hourly restrictions on number of flights
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FAL’s proposals

• Increase the number of flights from 50,000 to 70,000 a year (33,000 now)

• Double the number of weekend flights from 8,900 to 18,900 (8,800 now)

• Extend hours at weekends/holidays to 07.00 – 21.00 (08.00 – 20.00 now)

• Operate more of the heavier/restricted aircraft

• Sound insulation grants

• Sustainability funding
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Most of FAL’s growth has been at weekends

Movements

Weekend 119% growth

Weekday 11% growth

Volumes nowhere near 
Masterplan forecast
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Increasing weekend operating hours

• FAL’s WebTrak data

• Sunday 15th October, 7 

flights 8.00am – 9.00am
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What FAL has said in its material

Directly related to flight 
operations

Indirectly related to 
flight operations

Not related to flight 
operations

• FAL operations
• Cleaning
• Security
• Catering

• Aircraft operators
• Maintenance providers
• Some hotel/taxi
• Some local economy

• HR/IT/Consulting businesses
• Some hotel/taxi
• Some local economy

3,000 jobs, £200m GVA

FAL must separate its financial forecasts based on flight 
operations, not total business activity at airport
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What is the actual contribution of FAL’s business?

Farnborough Airport Ltd statutory accounts:

2022 2021

Total Revenue £99m £43m

Fuel Sales £44m £24m

Revenue less Fuel Sales £55m £19m

Corporation Tax £4.7m £4.5m

Employees 170 156
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What FAL has not said in its material

Airborne Pollution:

• Biggest threat to health in UK

• Local authorities responsible for measuring it

• Only NO2 measured by Rushmoor Borough Council

• World Health Organisation “safe level” regularly exceeded near the airport

• Civil Aviation Authority expects airports to measure NO2, NOx & Particulates
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What FAL has not said in its material

Noise:

• Only considering Farnborough aircraft noise

• Not measuring noise anywhere outside airport

• No consideration of the health impact of noise disturbance

• Sound insulation doesn’t work outside

• Reduces the value of people’s homes
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What else is happening?

• FNG measuring noise and looking at measuring pollution

• The airport’s formal planning process. We’ll provide information early December

• Things to look at (Website, Facebook)

• Airport demonstration (4th Nov)

• FACC meeting (9th Nov)

• Your questions?
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Website: www.farnboroughnoise.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/farnboroughnoise
Petition: https://chng.it/fdKyB4sMWM

http://www.farnboroughnoise.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/farnboroughnoise
https://chng.it/fdKyB4sMWM


Questions….

• Zoom chat

• Email farnboroughnoise@gmail.com
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mailto:farnboroughnoise@gmail.com
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